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ascribed to the incarnations of deity, is the most com-
plete condemnation of the whole system.

Pantheism. Connected with, and, as an outcome from
it, is the belief in Pantheism. "God is everything,
everything is God " is the common creed. " I am part
of God " is the usual reply when an attempt is made to
show the evil of sin, and it is affirmed that God, rather
than the individual who commits the offence, is really to
blame. They will laugh at illustrations such as that of
a prisoner who, on his trial for murder, said, 4( I was
impelled by God to strike the man, and am therefore not
responsible," to whom the judge replied, "I also am
impelled by God to punish you," and go away calm in
the assurance of their own innocence. It is generally
believed that as God induces men at one time to sin, and
at another induces them to do right, the blame and merit
are God's, not man's. That we are conscious of freedom,
and that upon this rests the possibility of just judgment
is treated as part of the illusion of Maya. It is argued
that since God is everywhere, He must be in human
souls, and being mightier than the individual, controls
their actions.

Fate. No doctrine is more commonly and implicitly
believed than this, that the varied experiences of a
human life are arranged by the deity, and that it is
useless to oppose the Divine decrees. As a newly-
born child lies by its mother's side, the ruler of the
world writes a sketch of its career on its forehead, and
what is written is inevitable. It is pathetic to hear a
man in sorrow reply to a word of consolation, "It is
written," as though this was all that could be said, and
submission the only course. It is promised to those
who bathe in a tank at Benares, that they can obtain
a successful issue for their plans, although the opposite